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January 31, 2011

Dear Colleagues,

We are pleased to announce that the Santa Barbara Arts Commission has officially joined Americans for the Arts’ latest economic impact study, Arts & Economic Prosperity IV (AEP4).  Our participation in this important research project will allow us to quantify the economic impact of the arts and culture industry in the City and County of Santa Barbara.  We all know that our field supports jobs and generates government revenue; in May 2012 we’ll receive a final report that tells us just how many jobs and how much money arts and culture represent.

To complete this study, however, we need your help. The study requires that we collect detailed financial and programming information from all of the arts and cultural nonprofit organizations located in Santa Barbara, as well as a minimum of at least 800 audience surveys from people attending arts and cultural events.  So we are asking you to help us with these two tasks during the course of calendar year 2011.

1.
Beginning this month, we’ll ask selected cultural presenters and venues to help us collect audience surveys from attendees at their events.  The survey is a simple one-page questionnaire that takes less than two minutes to complete.  We will never ask you to collect more than 50 surveys from any single event.  We will provide detailed instructions on how to collect the surveys as effectively as possible and the surveys are completely anonymous. Additionally, a staff member of one of our agencies may ask to make an announcement regarding the survey during a scheduled site visit that would be made anyway during the regular course of business.

2.
In May 2011, we will begin contacting all of the eligible nonprofit arts and culture organizations in the city to request that they complete a verified FY2010 Cultural Data Project profile. The California Cultural Data Profile data will be provided to the project researchers for the purpose of completing our customized economic impact analysis.

The study is being conducted by Americans for the Arts, the nation’s leading nonprofit organization for advancing the arts in America.  Americans for the Arts has conducted similar economic impact studies in more than 250 U.S. communities, and as a participating city in 2006, Santa Barbara was able to benefit immensely from the findings in the last study. Their economic impact data is used consistently by the Congressional Arts Caucus on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives to support federal arts funding. Locally, past results have helped to inform our Board of Supervisors, Mayor and other officials on the contributions of the cultural sector to our County and City’s economy.

Thank you in advance for your support and participation in this important study!  Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact Lucy O’Brien at 568-3993 or visit our website, www.sbartscommission.org.
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Sincerely,
Ginny Brush
