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        STATE OF THE ART 2006 GALLERY EXHIBITION

Sculpture for 8 State Street Sites

Gently waving palm trees and densely populated coffee bars in Santa Barbara belie the fact that in studios, garages, and homes throughout the Tri-Counties there are serious artists furiously focused on creating art. Despite the lack of artists’ lofts and live-work spaces in the Santa Barbara area, artists continue to make high quality work here everyday. To honor the commitment of area artists to their craft, the Santa Barbara County Arts Commission announces the installation of eight regional artists’ sculptures for the upcoming State of the Art Gallery 2006 Exhibition (SOAG 2006), now in its 4th year. This project is a unique collaboration between the City and County of Santa Barbara and the Downtown Organization, with major funding from the City of Santa Barbara Redevelopment Agency. It began as part of the State Street Beautification Project when sculpture pads were included in the renovation of sidewalks and landscaping along State Street in the Cultural Arts District.
The 2006 finalists were selected by Rita A. Ferri, Visual Arts Coordinator and Curator of Collections for the Santa Barbara County Arts Commission. Regional artists Liz Amidon, Ken Bortolazzo, Donald Davis, Jeff Elings, Mathew Furmanski, Colin Gray, Ed Inks, and Rafael Perea de la Cabada will create sculptures to be on view on State Street from Victoria Street to Cota Street, in the heart of the Cultural Arts District. 
The opening reception for the State of the Art Gallery 2006 (SOAG) exhibition is presented in conjunction with Off Axis: A Global Exploration of Contemporary Art. It will be held on September 1, 2006, 12 noon, with Mayor Marty Blum in attendance, at 1137 State Street, and the exhibition will continue until November 17, 2006.Off-Axis is a month long immersion of exhibitions, public openings, artist interventions, tours, lectures, and cross-over events that will be a source of discovery. 
Liz Amidon, a multimedia artist from Isla Vista, is an MFA Merit Scholar from the San Francisco Art Institute. She is lecturer at Santa Barbara City College, an award winning photographer, and works in many areas of experimental media arts. Her steel sculpture, 125˚ of Thin Space, at 1000 State Street, is meditative in nature. The sculpture rests high above the ground on four steel legs and is comprised of three open windows with softly colored plexi “wings”. The placement of the windows allows the viewer to walk around the work; while looking up to see the sky from different angles. She has selected the sky for its symbolism and metaphysical connections. In the Celtic tradition “Thin Spaces” are places where the spiritual and natural worlds intersect. Amidon said, “I am hoping that this piece will allow our community members to stop, and even for a moment become refreshed and renewed as they turn their gaze upward.”  
At the Gateway to the Downtown Cultural District, at 1235 State Street, Santa Barbarian Ken Bortolazzo’s graceful stainless steel entry, Estacas, recreates the natural gesture of gently waving palm fronds he experienced on the beaches of Mexico.  Moving effortlessly, this kinetic steel work plays with light and scale, and finds a delicate balance between solidity and lightness of being; tackling and merging the larger issues of man-made versus nature. He had made welded metal work for over 40 years. Bortolazzo’s work can be seen in regional, national and international galleries, museums and public collections. During Off-Axis month, his works can also be seen sited outdoors at Westmont College and at Sullivan Goss – An American Gallery in Santa Barbara. 
Sculptor Donald Davis, a resident of Santa Barbara for many years, who in 2002 received a commission for his State Street Sidewalk Improvement Project. Crescent Crossing is a curvilinear brick seating structure that rises organically from the sidewalk pavement in the 600 block of State Street where many weary tourists and locals rest themselves. An award winning artist, Davis is a BFA graduate of the Rhode Island School of Design, who has exhibited his carved stone works throughout the United States. His SOAG 2006 submission, at 610 State Street Reflection Disc, a carved limestone assemblage of several individual carved pieces, all split from one single block of stone. The constructed undulating forms allude to cyclic progressions apparent in nature; and the ebb and flow of life. This central portal provides a symmetrical framework that invites you to sight a view of Santa Barbara, its people, and the world, through its opening.

After a decade as a mechanical engineer, Jeff Elings returned to his first love, art. At Santa Barbara City College, Elings found his true calling at the Sculpture Department, where he received First Place in the 2006 student show in advance sculpture. His soft organic forms fabricated from sheet metal, steel and Mylar captured the attention of all who attended. For his first public arts piece, Igiyagi, Elings will create an seven and a half foot tall undulating welded steel form that appears to emerge from the pavement both playful and sophisticated, and meets and greets all passersby at 933 State Street. “The title, Igiyagi, began with a playful word exchange with a Japanese student, and the misunderstanding of the language created a word that wouldn’t go away,” said Elings. 
Ventura resident Matthew Furmanski, is an MFA graduate of Claremont Graduate University and currently an Assistant Professor of Art at Cal State University, Channel Islands in Camarillo. At 700 State, Furmanski’s ten foot interactive metal sculpture, Crossroads Oracle: A Lantern for Diogenes, is designed to blend partially with the urban landscape. People may approach it not knowing what it is; as they touch the “crosswalk” buttons, the sculpture will light up and speak to them, asking them questions about their life. The work is a catalyst to provoke a discussion of art, design, and engineering. Furmanski says he hopes it will invoke in the passersby a series of questions: “Is it art? Is this a piece of municipal equipment? How do I define art?” 
At 834 State, artist Colin Gray, originally from England, creates a two-wheeled wooden sculpture, W, that has endured the slings and arrows of life…literally. Protruding from the 6 foot wheels are large wooden arrows that evoke a stint on the battlefield; the wheels of progress; a response or mirror of current world events; a David and Goliath metaphor; or perhaps simply the life of an artist putting his work out there for others to criticize. No matter how you see it the evocative sculpture, W, it will invite you to conjecture its meaning. Another of Gray’s public art work, Riddle Wheel, can also be seen at the Los Angeles’ MTA Authority Metro Rail at the Del Amo Station. 
In Musical Chairs, at 1137 State Street, Ed Inks has said “I attempted to take an ordinary object and make it unfamiliar, removing functionality in order to reveal the potential metaphoric associations of the object.” At over eight feet long and five feet wide, this open-ended stainless steel form will evoke many associations, from the playful childhood game of Musical Chairs to the balance of our own life stories. Inspired by the writings of Joseph Campbell and Albert Camus, his recent work suggests an ‘everyday’ simplicity and primitiveness, through narrative associations and personal history. Ed Inks is a Professor of Sculpture at Santa Barbara City College and recently had a highly acclaimed one-person exhibition, Absurd Beginnings, at the Atkinson Gallery at Santa Barbara City College.  
Towering over nine feet above 1200 State is the totem-like Logout by Rafael Perea de la Cabada. Four reclaimed timbers are sharply notched and purposely oriented. Perea said, “My work is about time; time as a continuum of perpetual processes that carve spaces and clarify silences. Trees are the clocks of nature with their concentric circles recording our histories. I am interested in contemplating, understanding and collaborating with the marks left by life passing over, under, and through us.” Perea, originally from Mexico City, is currently an Instructor at Santa Barbara City College, and has exhibited his work and created art installations both nationally and internationally. With Logout, he offers a time to slow down unplugged and observe; a time to feel and become - if only for a moment - simple, strong, warm and clear like wood. 
2006 marks the first time for regional artists to exhibit their work on State Street in the SOAG 2006 project. In 2000 an exhibition curated by Kathy Lucoff included sculptures by Deborah Butterfield, Jim Dine, Robert Hudson, Bryan Hunt and James Surls. 2001 saw the installation of the late Luis Jimenez’ monumental fiberglass and acrylic urethane pop-figures of mythic animals and working class heroes curated by Meg Linton. In 2002, Paul Hayes Tucker selected the expressive works of outdoor sculpture by internationally recognized, William Tucker. Rita Ferri, Curator of SOAG 2006 says, “Many people will be surprised by the breadth and diversity of art practices of our regional artists in this State of the Art Gallery 2006 Exhibition. Area artists have pushed themselves to create something that will delight, challenge or inform all those who visit State Street.”
State of the Art Gallery 2006 docent walking tours, by SBHS Visual Arts and Design Academy (VADA) students will take place at 12 noon on 9/9, 9/16; 10/7, 10/14, 11/4, 11/11 starting at Ken Bortolazzo’s sculpture at 1235 State Street. 
This exhibition is the direct result of the Santa Barbara community’s vision and commitment to placing public art in the heart of the Cultural Arts District and funded by a generous grant from the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Santa Barbara and the cooperation of the Downtown Organization; Santa Barbara Beautiful Inc., and Dan & Maya Upton. 
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