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Paul Willis

849 Westmont Road

Santa Barbara, CA  93108

(805) 565-7174

willis@westmont.edu

Day Job

What I do is make subtitles in Norwegian.

Not easy.  Take The Simpsons, for example.

So much wordplay—the double meanings

won’t come through.  But we don’t get paid

to do good work.  We throw up something

approximate, or even largely inaccurate,

and the supervisor says good enough.

The important thing is to get to the next 

episode.  That’s why I have to write

on the side, take time to revise.

On the job, no one lets me.  I miss that.

And poetry more than anything is about 

the exact word.  When I find it,

then I can go to sleep at night.
