FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Exhibition: The New Okies: A photographic portrait of the Mixtec Immigrants of Santa Maria Valley
Dates: May 15 – August 25, 2006
Reception*: Friday, May 19 from 4:30-6 pm
Location: Channing Peake Gallery, County Administration Building, 105 E. Anapamu St., Santa Barbara, CA 93101

*An additional collaborative reception from 5 to 7pm will also be held in the Plaza at the back entrance of the Santa Barbara Museum of Art. Enjoy a Oaxacan-style festival complete with traditional folk decorations, music, food and art activities will be available; and sidewalk chalk drawings will lead the way for visitors between the Channing Peake Gallery and the SBMA.

CONTACT: Rita Ferri, Visual Arts Coordinator and Curator of Collections

County Arts Commission for additional images and information
Phone 805.568.3994 and fax 805-568-3991 or ferri@co.santa-barbara.ca.us
The New Okies: A photographic portrait of the Mixtec immigrants
  of Santa MariaValley
Collaborative Exhibition Makes Contrasts and Comparisons Between Historical and Present-day California Laborers

The New Okies, at the Channing Peake Gallery is a photographic essay that pays tribute to the immigrant strawberry pickers of Santa Maria. This exhibition, organized by News-Press reporter Melinda Burns is part of a unique collaborative effort between the Santa Barbara County Arts Commission, the Santa Barbara News-Press, and the Santa Barbara Museum of Art. Made possible by a grant from the California Council for the Humanities, The New Okies compares contemporary photographs of Mixtec workers by Santa Barbara News-Press photographers with historical images from the Farm Security Administration (FSA) loaned by the County Arts Commission. News-Press photographers who participated are Mike Eliason, Ana Elisa Fuentes, Ryan Hawk, Rafael Maldonado, Spencer Marley, and Len Wood. 
The exhibition reflects on the history of California and the importance of agriculture and farm laborers in the development of its economy. The Great Depression and seven-year drought of the Great Plains states in the 1930s brought a wave of displaced farmers to California from Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, and Missouri.  Although the so-called “Dust Bowl” included many states, the migrants were generically known as "Okies," referring to the approximately 20 percent who were from Oklahoma.  They joined the Mexicans and Philipinos already working in the agricultural industry. 

Following in the steps of the Dust Bowl refugees and Mexican "braceros" before them, the Mixtec, like their predecessors toil in public view but are often invisible in the mainstream of American life. Mixtecs, from the Mexican state of Oaxaca, who live and work in Santa Maria, are drawn here by the booming strawberry industry, and the chance of a better life for themselves and their families.

The New Okies exhibition is presented in conjunction with the Taking Root: A Century of Migrant Workers in California exhibition on view at the Santa Barbara Museum of Art from April 22 – August 6, 2006.  The SBMA exhibition of approximately 25 vintage prints by photographers from the 1930s to 1970s, traces the history of California rural laborers from the FSA, Life and Look magazines, to Cesar Chavez’s legendary march to Sacramento.

Collaborative activities are planned to complement the The New Okies and Taking Root. exhibitions. They include: a film screening of Rancho California, a troubling journey through the world of migrant camps with introduction and comments by filmmaker John Caldwell directly after the opening reception on May 19, at 7:00pm in the Mural Room of the County Courthouse, 1100 Anacapa St.; and a panel discussion led by Karen Sinsheimer, SBMA Photography Curator with Professor Sally Stein, scholar of documentary photography, Nik Wheeler, National Geographic photographer, and photographer Dr. Saundra Sturdevant on Saturday, May 20, 3pm in the Planning Commission Hearing Room in the County Administration Building, 105 E. Anapamu Street. There will be an exhibition talk at Channing Peake Gallery with News Press writer Melinda Burns on Wednesday, May 24 at 12:15pm. and May 31 at 12:15pm with Rita Ferri, the Visual Arts Coordinator and Curator of Collections, and New-Press photographer Ana Elisa Fuentes. All activities are free and open to the public.

     The Santa Barbara County Arts Commission is a regional cultural development agency which partners with federal, state and municipal agencies as well as artists, nonprofit cultural and County agencies to support the arts and make them accessible to the public. The Commission manages the Channing Peake Gallery and Betteravia Galley in the County’s Administration Buildings in Santa Barbara and Santa Maria.

Channing Peake Gallery, 1st fl., County Administration Building, 105 E. Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, CA. 93101 Open Monday through Friday, 8am to 5pm. 
