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Iron and Plastic: Alternative Photography
John Hood, Curator
The Santa Barbara County Arts Commission presents, Iron  and Plastic: Alternative Photography , an exhibition of regional artists curated by John Hood, Professor of Art, Allan Hancock College, and Arts Commissioner from the 5th District, from June 10 – Sept 18, 2009 at the Betteravia Government Center, 511 E. Lakeside, Santa Maria.  The opening reception will be Thursday, June 11th from 4-6pm. 

Iron and Plastic: Alternative Photography displays the work of Allan Hancock College Art Professor David Passage and some of his students, all now exhibiting photographers in the Santa Maria community. Lori Bell will show Holga and Dianna toy camera photos, Karen Carson will show plastic Lensbaby color photographs, Collette Crystal will show large Van Dyke prints, Ariana Sarinana will show Van Dyke pinhole photographs and Lynn Andrews and David Passage will show cyanotype images. 
When asked why alternative photography methods are important, David Passage, Hancock Professor of Art said, “Our culture is inundated with camera images and photography today is more and more driven by technology. Toy cameras and hand applied emulsions take us back to the simplicity of the lens formed image, to the roots of camera imagery. Photography is, at its most basic, making marks with light. Digital image making has separated the photographer from the photographic process, yet there are still those who need and want to physically engage their materials. They are “hands on” photographers for whom the manipulation of their materials is an integral part of their image making. Iron processes, cyanotype and van dyke, which depend on the light sensitivity of iron salts, ferric ammonium citrate, allow the artist to coat their own material and make their own prints.” 

This exhibition is a project of the County Arts in Public Places (CAPP) Committee of the Santa Barbara County Arts Commission with generous funding support provided by the following: Esther Bates, Charles L. Bloom Foundation, Ginny Brush & Mari Bartoli, Teen Conlon, Joan Cyr, Joan Davidson, Phyllis De Picciotto, Jacqueline Dyson, 7 Day Nursery, Mary Heebner, Joanne Holderman, Betty and Bob Klausner, Elaine LeVasseur, Jon and Lillian Lovelace, The Palm Loft Gallery, Frances Puccinelli, Scott Rowland, Rick and Ro Sanders, William Prindle, C. Dana White and Jana Zimmer. 

[image: image1.jpg]



