FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Exhibition: EDGE: Santa Barbara County Artists Respond

Presenter: The Santa Barbara County Arts Commission
Dates: On view September 29, 2008 – January 16, 2009 Hours: Mon – Fri, 8am – 6pm, Free to the Public

Location: Channing Peake Gallery, 1st floor County Administration Building, 105 E. Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, CA

Reception: Thursday, October 2, 5-8 pm, presented as part of 1st Thursday 

Gallery walk through and talk: November 6, 2008, 6pm, Ro Snell, guest curator, former director of the Ro Snell Gallery in Santa Barbara

Event: Poetry Reading, On the EDGE: Santa Barbara Poets, organized by Perie Longo, Poet Laureate, October 23rd, 6:30pm in the Channing Peake Gallery 

EDGE: Santa Barbara County Artists Respond

The Santa Barbara County Arts Commission announces the opening of EDGE: Santa Barbara County Artists Respond, an exhibition of contemporary art by 31 Santa Barbara County artists at the Channing Peake Gallery, 105 East Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, with a reception on Thursday, October 2nd, 2008 from 5 – 8 pm. The exhibition will run through January 15th, 2009.

The guest curator of the show is Ro Snell, former director of the Ro Snell Gallery in Santa Barbara who will do a gallery walk through and talk on Thursday, November 6th at 6pm.  A Call-for-Artists was sent out inviting Santa Barbara County artists to respond to the topic EDGE. Artists who live, work or study in Santa Barbara County were eligible to submit entries and 31 were selected: Rebekah Altman, Phoebe Brunner, Rafael Perea de la Cabada, Jane Callister, Pat Calone, Scott Chatenever, Joan Rosenberg-Dent, Ann Diener,  Richard Dunlap, Noah Erenberg and Elena Siff, Nancy Taliaferro Faulkner, William Fenn, Julia Ford, Rebecca Gomez, Dane Goodman, Inga R. Guzyte, Sophie Grant, Kimberly Hahn, Jean-Pierre Hebert, Mary Heebner, Ed Inks, Michael Irwin, Colleen Kelly, Wayne McCall, Nathan Snyder, Dug Uyesaka, Nina Warner, Kelly Wheeler, Kellie Wolfe, and Seyburn Zorthian.

The artists’ responses culminate in a dynamic combination of individual aesthetics and a diverse use of media and dimensions. The exhibition includes painting, work on paper, photography, mixed-media assemblage and sculpture. A pervasive element throughout the work is the application of a conceptual interpretation, examining boundaries, questioning convention and addressing current global concerns. In addition, the group is made up of various ages and stages of artistic careers, adding a unique perspective to the exhibition installation as a whole. 

The EDGE exhibition will be part of OFF-AXIS: A Month-Long Celebration of Contemporary Art, during the month of October in Santa Barbara. An additional event will be a poetry reading, On the EDGE: Santa Barbara Poets, organized by Perie Longo, Santa Barbara’s Poet Laureate, on Thursday, October 23rd, 6:30pm in the Channing Peake Gallery. Seating is limited.
This exhibition is a project of the County Arts in Public Places (CAPP) Committee of the Santa Barbara County Arts Commission with generous funding support provided by the following: Sue Bower, Sarah Chamberlin, Mercedes Eichholz, Elaine LeVasseur, Leatrice Luria, Susan Rose and others.

For images and further information: Rita Ferri, County Arts Commission at 805-568-3994 or ferri@co.santa-barbara.ca.us
