FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE          
Exhibition: Summer Solstice: Poster Celebration

Dates: June 4- January 15, 2010; Opening Reception: June 4, 1st Thursday, 5-7pm

Where: City Hall Gallery, Santa Barbara City Hall, De La Guerra Plaza, Santa Barbara

Hours: 8am – 5pm, M-F; closed on Fridays every other week

Presenters: SB County Arts Commission, SB Historical Museum, Summer Solstice Celebration
Contact: Rita Ferri, Santa Barbara County Arts Commission, 568-3994, ferri@co.santa-barbara.ca.us 
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           Summer Solstice: Poster Celebration Exhibition
Unlike the swallows that are supposed return to Capistrano each year (they haven’t shown up
for a few years); the Summer Solstice Celebration shows up every year and continues to surprise and delight us with a colorful poster that seems to personify the imaginative, exuberant and playful Solstice spirit that we have come to expect and look forward to. City Hall Gallery is honoring that creativity with Summer Solstice: Poster Celebration, June 2 through January 2010, an exhibition of vintage and new posters from the archives of the Santa Barbara Historical Museum; which is a vast repository of historical and cultural material from Santa Barbara’s colorful past. “This marvelous collection of art visually documents what has become one of Santa Barbara’s largest civic celebrations.  In these works, with their vibrant colors and sense of movement, one can feel the joy, the sheer delight that is Summer Solstice,” says David S. Bisol, Executive Director, Santa Barbara Historical Museum. The opening will take place on 1stThursday, June 4, 5-7pm at the City Hall Gallery; and will feature one of the exciting Solstice inflatables by Pali X Mano on the grass in front of City Hall at De La Guerra Plaza. 
From the early fliers and posters created by Michael Gonzales, to a legion of artists in Santa Barbara; each year artists have vied for the privilege to have their design represent the Summer Solstice Celebration. Since 1984, the Sojourner Café has hosted an annual artistic competition in January where each entry has been exhibited and voted on by the public. Some of the legendary artists who have been awarded the right to reproduce their work in a Solstice Celebration poster are: Marge Dunlap, Keith Puccinelli, Pali Ex Mano, Tom Stanley, Michael Felcher, and Barbara Boros. In addition to providing the perfect send up for the parade, their energetic imagery is used not only for the posters, T-shirts, but other promotional items. It remains a source of income for Solstice, as well as the winning artist who enjoys a portion of the sales. According the Claudia Bratton, Solstice’s Executive Director, “Beginning in the early 70s, an important time for poster art; the posters brought awareness of the Summer Solstice Parade and Festival to our community.  It is fascinating to see the dates, hear the stories from people who have attended this event from its inception in 1974.”
Helene Schneider, City Councilperson says, "The Solstice Parade is a quintessential Santa Barbara event. With significant economic challenges facing us, it is all that much more important to promote our many local artists and special events. I'm thrilled that the City Hall Gallery is honoring our City's cultural heritage through this poster exhibit."

For those of you parade lovers who just can’t get enough of all things Solstice; visit the original Michael Gonzales Summer Solstice painting on the second floor of the Downtown Public Library and the recently restored and reinstalled Solstice Celebration Murals by Benjamin Bottoms and Richard McLaughlin on the back of the Granada Garage. 
The theme for the 35th annual Solstice Celebration this year is “Splash”. Pali  Ex Mano has been selected as the artist of this year’s poster. The workshop is open and everyone is welcome to participate.  The location is 631 Garden Street, the future site of the Community Arts Workshop. The workshop is open Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, from 3:00- 8:00 PM and weekends open noon to 6:00 PM. Summer Solstice Celebration is a 501 ©3, nonprofit, community organization, www.solsticeparade.com and the Solstice group is responsible for carrying on Michael’s delightful, multicultural, performing arts celebration, and ensuring an extravagant celebration of life through art for many years to come.

The City Hall Gallery was originally instituted in 2008. The Solstice Celebration Poster exhibition at the City Hall Gallery is collaboration with the SB County Arts Commission, The Santa Barbara Historical Museum, Summer Solstice Celebration and the City of Santa Barbara. 

