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Kick-off for Storefront Gallery Project for 1st Thursday in May

As communities across the country adjust and adapt to the impacts of the current national economic crisis, Santa Barbara is exploring creative ways to respond to some of these problems. With community concerns over the increasing number of vacant storefronts Downtown members of the business, arts and tourism industry met with City officials early in the year to discuss the problem and explore possible solutions.

One of the ideas considered was to place temporary displays by regional artists in the vacant storefronts to animate those spaces, improve pedestrian foot traffic and continue to promote Santa Barbara as a Cultural Arts destination. Examples of other cities that have developed similar programs were also explored.

Through a partnership with the City, the Redevelopment Agency, the Downtown Organization, the business community and the County Arts Commission a plan was developed for a pilot program for the temporary display of art in vacant storefronts Downtown. The program developed as the Storefront Gallery Project and is funded by the City Redevelopment agency. 

Scheduled to run from May through October of 2009, the Storefront Gallery Project will be primarily two-dimensional presentations installed at appropriate scale for pedestrian traffic and in a consistent manner that unifies the program visually and conceptually. The exhibition will be very dynamic and fluid with venues moving to accommodate changes in properties vacancy status. 

The Storefront Gallery Project is the result of the continued partnership between the County Arts Commission, the Downtown Organization and City Redevelopment to promote the Cultural Arts District and Santa Barbara art and culture in general. The County Arts Commission will administer the program including curatorial, production, promotion and the installation and de-installation aspects of the program. Proposed exhibitions will be reviewed by the City Arts Advisory, Visual Art in Public Places Committees and Arts Commission staff. Commission staff will be collaborating with artists and arts organizations and institutions and with Downtown Organization staff that will be networking with the business community.

"The Storefront Gallery Project provides a great opportunity to add additional exhibition sites for our regional artists to showcase their work in a very public, highly visible setting. Temporary art installed in vacant storefronts along State Street will add to the lively atmosphere of the Historic Cultural Arts and Old Town Districts and expand visibility beyond the 1st Thursday cultural nights Downtown," says Ginny Brush, Executive Director of the County Arts Commission.

The program kicks off on May 7th as part of the Downtown Organization’s popular 1st Thursday. Poems by David Starkey newly appointed City Poet Laureate and past Poet Laureate’s Perie Longo and Barry Spacks will be included in the inaugural exhibition along with works by Santa Barbara poets Carol Decanio, Christine Kravetz, and Chryss Yost. All have been very involved in participating and organizing poetry readings and events celebrating April as National Poetry Month. Included are poems written in response to photographs of the aftermath of last year’s devastating Tea Fire by Nell Campbell and illustrations by several Santa Barbara artists including Rafael Perea de la Cabada.

David Starkey had this to say about the new pilot program of temporary art installed in storefront windows along State Street. "The initial Storefront Galley Project exhibition has a fairly straightforward objective---it asks passersby to pause long enough to read a poem.  Ideally, that brief encounter with some of Santa Barbara's finest poets will be life- or at least day-changing, but if the poems only serve to temporarily renew or reorient the reader, the project will be a success."

For more information on the Storefront Gallery Project please contact the County Arts Commission at 568-3990.
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CAPTION INFO:

Caption for logo: Logo for the new Storefront Gallery Project will soon be appearing along State Street to identify new temporary art displays in vacant storefronts Downtown from May through October. 

"The Difference between Poets and Politicians" 2009

Poem by David Starkey illustrated by Rafael Perea de la Cabada.

"Cobalt, Mount Calvary Retreat House," Tea Fire series, 2008     Nell Campbell
