FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Information: Rita Ferri, County Arts Commission at 805-568-3994; or ferri@co.santa-barbara.ca.us
Opening Event: Two Recent Art Gifts to the County
Date: 1st Thursday, May 6, 2010, 5:30pm, Free to the Public

Location: Channing Peake Gallery, Santa Barbara, CA
The Santa Barbara County Arts Commission is pleased to announce two important art gifts. A Ralph Auf der Heide painting titled, Courthouse Concert, made possible by a grant from the Michael Darren Kelm Memorial Foundation and a painting by Tom Huston, Global Warming Postcard #3/20 Butterfly Lane West of Biltmore made possible by funding from the lightblueline project and Ginny Brush.

The Auf der Heide painting was most recently exhibited in 2009 at the Channing Peake Gallery in a major survey of his work, The Magical and Curious Realms of Ralph Auf der Heide: 1915 - 2008, which offered a selection of unique and colorful reverse paintings on Plexiglas from the collection of his wife Lisl Auf der Heide, with limericks written by her for some of the paintings.  Lisl said,” I am sure Ralph would feel very honored to have the Courthouse painting become part of the city he so deeply cared about.  When we first came to Santa Barbara 40 years ago, the casual attitude of people here was very beguiling as evidenced by what we observed the first time we attended a concert in the Sunken Garden and what Ralph wanted to preserve for posterity--if you look closely at the painting you will see a goat peacefully reclining among the human audience.  Yes, there really was goat and yes it really lay there all during the concert, and no one objected. Where, but in Santa Barbara?”
 The Michael Darren Kelm Memorial Foundation honors the memory of a young man with a compassionate heart who died at 28 in a car accident. He was the only child of Dr. Bonnie G. Kelm.  Michael, a graduate of Miami University (BA), and was working on an MBA at Capital University in Columbus, Ohio at the time of his death.  Although he was an analytical person, he had the soul of an artist.  He wrote beautiful poetry, had a growing art collection, loved animals, and everything in the natural world, particularly marine life. According to Dr. Kelm, "Michael would have appreciated the acquisition of this painting because he was particularly fond of folk art and would have adored Auf der Heide's work. As a political science major in college, Michael also was a young man who involved himself in civic affairs and giving back to his community. He would be very proud of his mother for using his fund to make this gift to the County of Santa Barbara".
The second painting is by the late Tom Huston, Global Warming Postcard #3/20 Butterfly Lane West of Biltmore. Tom was an artist in the community for over 30 years, and as a sailor who traveled around the world, he became increasingly aware of ecological concerns. A Santa Barbara native and graduate of University of California, San Diego M.F.A 1972-1975, Tom was a painter, poet, performance artist, and sailor. He passed away unexpectedly, yet peacefully, in June 2009. He also sat on the original committee that helped create public access, and he produced programs shown on Channel 17 and in the Santa Barbara International Film Festival. 

Tom’s art work has been exhibited at the Contemporary Arts Forum, the Santa Barbara Museum of Art, Design Resources, at the Fifhian Building, outdoors at the Coastal Project, Art Resources, The Book Den, Studio 3East, The Santa Barbara Channels Gallery 7000, Ventura Artists Union Gallery, Santa Barbara City Hall and the Orange County Center for Contemporary Art. .  

In 2006, Tom joined the lightblueline project and began creating "Global Warming Postcards" (whimsical depictions of flooded Santa Barbara scenes) which were shown in galleries in Santa Barbara, Ventura and Orange County. 

The paintings, Courthouse Concert and Global Warming Postcard #3/20 Butterfly Lane West of Biltmore, will both be installed at the recently designated Recent Gifts area on the 1st floor of the County Administration Building, adjacent to the Planning Commission Hearing Room.
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