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Director, Arts Commission 
Phone: 805-568-3992
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Paul Willis Installed As Santa Barbara’s 

Poet Laureate at City Council Meeting

SANTA BARBARA, CA – April 12, 2011 – 

Local poet and Westmont professor Paul Willis was installed as Santa Barbara’s Poet Laureate at the April 12th City Council meeting. The occasion was celebrated with the reading of a Proclamation from the Mayor recognizing the contributions and accomplishments of Mr. Willis and April as National Poetry Month in Santa Barbara.  
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Past Poet Laureates, Barry Spacks and Perie Longo made remarks praising Willis for his talent and contributions to the literary community. Ms. Longo read a poem by outgoing Poet Laureate David Starkey who is currently in Rome.

After being presented with a ceremonial crown of mock laurel leaves by Longo and Spacks, Professor Willis recited the following poem for the occasion. 

Visiting Home

The first day in the wilderness you are uneasy,

vulnerable to the sudden silence.  You hear voices

to fill the void.  You shrink from the touch 

of brush by the trail, and take too long

to choose your way across the stream, not sure 

which stones you can reach, which are firm

and which are dry.  Each step takes you further 

from the knowledge you will always be safe

on the right-hand side of the road.  You make camp 

wishing you were back in bed; the smoke from your fire 

is bitter and cold.  You wonder if something will crawl 

into your sleeping bag, if you have found and removed

every one of the ticks from your groin.  The dark

goes on: your lips are chapped and your hips are sore.

Moonrise is after midnight and you are still 

awake to see it.  Off and on you talk to the moon 

about all the places you have been, about your faults, 

your loneliness, the way you have not valued your life.

Mercifully, it puts you to sleep.  You wake at dawn, 

the small creek filling your ears with news 

that you have belonged here all this time.
                            —from Visiting Home (San Antonio, TX: Pecan Grove Press, 2008)

The City of Santa Barbara established a position of Poet Laureate in 2005 in order to direct proper attention and honor to the spoken word by utilizing poetry to celebrate and elevate community events.  Since the establishment of the position the City has been remarkably fortunate of have three exceptional Emeritus Poet Laureates—Barry Spacks, Perie Longo and David Starkey. 

The entire month of April will be filled with a myriad of readings and events throughout the City celebrating all things poetic. A listing of events can be found at http://www.sbpoetry.net
For more information visit www.sbartscommission.org.
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