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Francis Michael Dawson - Stochastic Probability

Jardin de las Granadas Exhibition

The Jardin de las Granadas exhibition space is a unique collaboration with the City and County of Santa Barbara, the City Redevelopment Agency and the Downtown Organization. It began when opportunities for the temporary display of sculpture were envisioned as part of this park and sculpture pads were included in the landscape design in front of the Las Granadas housing project in the heart of the Cultural Arts District. The Jardin is located at 21 East Anapamu Street, between State and Anacapa Streets. The Ribbon-Cutting ceremony with Mayor Helene Schneider, other officials, and the general public will take place on 1st Thursday, November 4th at 5:00pm. 

The current Jardin exhibition, installed on October 26, 2010, features the plant-[image: image1.jpg]-
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based sculpture installation, titled Stochastic Probability, of North County artist Francis Michael Dawson. Dawson is a visual artist, who for the last twelve years has pursued the propagation of a large variety of plant materials in his work. Stochastic Probability, refers to a sequence of random variables which make things happen, in this case, of how plants grow. Dawson has integrated over 2,000 hand-tended succulents, into four 10 foot pillars. These figurative sculptures will continue to grow throughout their six-month exhibition.  Dawson’s artwork explores ritual, time and space, and how the bodies we inhabit, alter and animate. He believes the dynamic process of changing negative space will challenge and positively engage the viewers at the Jardin.

Dawson is a 2001 honors graduate with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from University of California at Santa Barbara.  His work has been featured in eighteen group exhibitions throughout California.  In addition, he has received awards from the James Irvine Foundation, the Santa Barbara Foundation, UCSB Art Affiliates Fellowships, and the William Dole Memorial Fund among others. Dawson has his own residential landscape design company and was most recently featured in the Wall Street Journal for his creative and sustainable landscape work.

Dawson commented, “This installation at the Jardin de las Granadas provides an unique opportunity in an active environment to share the conscious creation and growth of a sculpture that is alive and evolving. This dynamic quality explodes the three dimensional restraints of a static sculpture.  Stochastic Probability refers to the process and effect that is determined by both predictable actions and by random events.  We influence and cause vibrations with every movement and breath.  We alter everything with choice and actions yet we can’t confidently predict every consequence.  I hope each person who visits will experience both the present and the possibility.” 
The City’s Visual Art in Public Places Committee (VAPP) and the City Arts Advisory Committee review the recommended proposals of the Jardin Community Panel for the Jardin de las Granadas and give final approval. 

This exhibition is the direct result of the Santa Barbara community’s vision and commitment to placing public art in the heart of the Cultural Arts District with cooperation of the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Santa Barbara, the County Arts Commission, and the Downtown Organization. The sculpture installation Stochastic Probability by Francis Michael Dawson, the brochure, and the on-site signage are funded by Santa Barbara Beautiful. 

To view a complete list of all the plants used in this piece and a short video of Francis Michael Dawson creating his sculptures visit www.sbartscommission.org  For more information contact Rita Ferri at 805.568.3994, ferri@co.santa-barbara.ca.us Visual Arts Coordinator, Santa Barbara County Arts Commission.
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