FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

Exhibition: I Can See Your Tag: Portraits! curated by Connie Rohde, Director of C Gallery, Los Alamos, CA
Dates: November 22– February 10, 2011
Reception Date: Wednesday, December 1, 2010, 4-6pm
Exhibition Location: Betteravia Gallery, Betteravia Government Center, Santa Maria, CA, 551 E. Lakeside, Santa Maria, CA

For information: Rita Ferri, County Arts Commission at ferri@co.santa-barbara.ca.us 
I Can See Your Tag: Portraits!
The Santa Barbara County Arts Commission announces, I Can See Your Tag: Portraits!, an exhibition on view November 22 – February 10, 2011, at the Betteravia Gallery, at the Betteravia Government Building in Santa Maria. Curated by Connie Rohde, Director of ‘C’ Gallery in Los Alamos, CA, this exhibition was an open call for entries inviting all Santa Barbara County artists to enter.  The opening reception is Wednesday, December 1, 2010; 4-6pm. 
The exhibition spotlights the work of 33 regional artists using diverse media exploring the human condition as seen through portraits.  The selected artists include Stephanie Barberi, Stephanie Best, Susan Buchanan, Francis Michael Dawson,  Brett Leigh Dicks, Larry Delinger, Kris Doe, Ken Doud, Marti Fast, Nat Fast, Servando Garcia, Sunni Gibbons, Charlene Huston, Kam Jacoby, Joan Jones, Jessica Lah, Alissa Massey, Nichole Morales, Zoe Nathan, Erik Padilla, Terra Paige, David Passage, Kim Pratt, Luis Rameriz, Jenna Sparks, Hattie Stoddard, Sharan Tate, Kathleen Yorba, Melissa Warner, Deborah West, Brent Witters and Peter Worsley. Work is both representational and non-objective, or everything in-between. “We welcomed interpretive, abstract, symbolic, and experimental portraits as well as representational faces and figures” said Rhode. 
This title, I Can See Your Tag, proposed an "inside-out" concept.  It suggests that wearing some outer layer, i.e. "clothing," can actually reveal what's inside. The theme conjures up many associations of: personal space, intimacy, the body, being viewed, being hidden, and showing your inside...or not.  Even graffiti, (as in tagging) was encouraged. John Hood, Professor of Art at Allan Hancock College, who helped organize the exhibition reflects on that idea, “Most people tuck in their clothing tags, and some let them hang out, like me.” This exhibition asks of these portraits; which are you?
This exhibition is a project of the County Arts in Public Places (CAPP) Committee of the Santa Barbara County Arts Commission with generous funding support provided by the following: Erin Balint, Priscilla Bender-Shore, Charles L. Bloom Foundation, Ginny Brush & Mari Bartoli, Joan Davidson, Andrew and Adrianne Davis, Phyllis De Picciotto, Herb DeFriez, Jacqueline Dyson, Mercedes Eichholz, 7 Day Nursery, Steve Hauz, Lisl Auf der Heide,  Yvonne Heine,  Joanne Holderman, Dr. Bonnie Kelm, Jon and Lillian Lovelace, Luce O’Brien, William Prindle, Frances Puccinelli, Santa Barbara Printmakers, Marie Schoeff, C. Dana White, Stuart Winthrop, Elizabeth Williams and Jana Zimmer. 

