PRESS RELEASE – For Immediate Distribution

SPONSORS: Santa Barbara County Arts Commission, California Council for the Humanities California Initiative
EXHIBITION: Erasing the Past: Building the Future

EXHIBITION DATES:  September 19, 2011 – November 11, 2011, Betteravia Government Center Gallery, 511 E. Lakeside, Santa Maria, Gallery Hours: Monday-Friday, 8-5pm
IMAGES and INFORMATION:  Rita Ferri, ferri@co.santa-barbara.ca.us; 805-568-3994

The Santa Barbara County Arts Commission and the California Council for the Humanities California Initiative present Erasing the Past: Building the Future, a photojournalism exhibit by local artist Janet Allenspach. 

“If I can just take them (the tattoos) off, like a vest, I can throw that part of my life away.” This quote is from a former gang member who is featured in the exhibition. The show depicts the lives and challenges of people from our area and their struggles to re-enter their communities by becoming clean and sober, breaking the barriers of abuse and incarceration, and removing gang-related tattoos. Their stories will be available in English and Spanish. 

This emotional exhibit gives the viewer an idea of where the participants have come from and why they are here now; best summed up by one of their statements, “What I did is not who I am.”
The 40 photographs and interviews are of clients who participate in the SLO Liberty Tattoo Removal Program, a subsidiary of San Luis Obispo’s Community Action Partnership’s Health Services. Over 30% of the program’s clients are from Santa Barbara County, and some have attended Hancock College. This glimpse into their lives shows the strength necessary to break generational chains of abuse, incarceration and gang activity. Some are parents who came to realize they don’t want their children to follow in their footsteps, and want instead to be better role models for their children and to be accepted by their neighbors. One who graduated from Hancock said, “The mistakes I’ve made, the harm I’ve done to people...I will do anything to help my sons not go down that path.”
The exhibit is an impressive and thought- provoking experience about people changing their lives, through a process that is said to be many times more painful than getting a tattoo. Participants also commit to active community service related to the program. This powerful project shares a vulnerable population’s unheard stories, and a local program’s influences, while providing a glimpse into the challenges, struggles and successes of brave people who live elbow to elbow with us. One of the women portrayed in the show said, “When you get clear, and you get clean, everything is clear around you. The flowers have color, you can see that the mountain is beautiful, and the small things in life become important to you again.” To learn more about the Liberty Tattoo Removal Program, contact Janet Allenspach, 544-2484.

The exhibit opens on Monday, September 19, 2011at the Betteravia Gallery in the Betteravia Government Building at 511 Lakeside in Santa Maria. The Gallery Hours are 8-5pm and the exhibit is free to the public. 
*  *  *

