FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Exhibition: Hidden Treasures of Santa Barbara
Dates: Jan. 30, 2012 – Jan. 25, 2013; Opening Reception: 1st Thursday, February 2, 2012, 5 – 7pm

Where: City Hall Gallery, Santa Barbara City Hall, De La Guerra Plaza, Santa Barbara

Hours: 8am – 5pm, M-F; closed on alternate Fridays

Contact: Rita Ferri, Santa Barbara County Arts Commission, 568-3994, ferri@co.santa-barbara.ca.us , for further information and images
The Santa Barbara County Arts Commission, with the City of Santa Barbara at the City Hall Gallery, presents a year-long exhibition Hidden Treasures of Santa Barbara. The work in this exhibition has been created by a group of three photographers known locally as the “Ordinaires”, whose mission is to present ordinary scenes of the downtown historic cultural district in an extraordinary way. Rodger Dawson, Ken Pfeiffer and Fritz Pinney all hope that these quiet images will awaken new enjoyment and appreciation for the beauty of our City. The exhibition opens on 1st Thursday, February 2, 5-7pm with remarks by the Mayor at 6:15pm.
Walking along the streets of Santa Barbara, and always searching for the visible but not always discernible to the passersby, the artists have uncovered a wealth of artistic beauty that many locals and visitors may often miss. Hidden Treasures of Santa Barbara invites you view the exhibition with an open ‘eye’ and enjoy both the old and new images of downtown.
Rodger Dawson, while traveling in beautiful places throughout the world, he initially used photography for documentation, but later saw these Santa Barbara locations as great sources for photographic art. Sharing this motivation with his two friends Fritz and Ken led to a joint goal of capturing the extraordinary artistic perspective of ordinary places and objects – thus their namesake The Ordinaires. Ken Pfeiffer has been hooked on cameras and photography ever since he received a Kodak Brownie 127 camera as a gift in the 1950s. Having been a pioneer in the personal computer revolution, digital photography provided a tremendous advantage for his architectural photography and his involvement in the Channel City Camera Club. Fritz Pinney’s grandmother was the best friend of Nell Dorr, a well-known photographer who published the book “Of Night and Day”. At an early age she vowed that she wanted to be like Dorr, received her Brownie camera soon after, and began a life inspired by wanting to capture beauty in every aspect of her life. 

This exhibition documents and honors the historic and artistic significance of many of the architectural features of the downtown Historic Cultural District and additionally challenges the viewer to seek out and identify all the locations they may not be familiar with. The Ordinaires invite families to visit the exhibition and join the ‘hunt’ to locate all the downtown Santa Barbara images.  
This exhibition was organized by Rita Ferri, Visual Arts Coordinator and Curator of Collections for the SB County Arts Commission.
