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Arts Advisor

OFFICE LoCATION:

1100 Anacapa Street
3rd Floor, Rotunda Tower
County Courthouse

T 805/568-3990
fax 805/ 568-3991

MAIL:

Post Office Box 2369
Santa Barbara, CA
93120

CITY OF SANTA BARBARA



City Arts Advisory Committee

and

Visual Arts in Public Places (VAPP) Committee

MINUTES

             Thursday, March 17, 2011, 3:30 - 5:00 pm

Gebhard Public Meeting Room

630 Garden St., Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Arts Advisory Committee Members Present:
Suzanne Fairly-Green; Robert Adams; Roman Baratiak; Darian Bleecher; Michael Humphrey; Judy Nilsen 

Members Absent:  Phyllis de Picciotto, Chair
Visual Art in Public Places Committee Members Present:
Judy Nilsen, Chair; Darian Bleecher, Teen Conlon; Jacqueline Dyson; Suzanne Fairly-Green, Martha Gray, Mary Heebner

Members Absent:  Susan Keller; Phyllis de Picciotto
Liaisons Present:  Susette Naylor, (HLC)
Liaisons Absent:  Judith Cook (Parks & Recreation); Frank Hotchkiss (City Council); Paul Zink, (ABR)
Staff:  Ginny Brush, Executive Director

Lucy O’Brien, Recorder

          Staff Absent:  Rita Ferri, Visual Arts Coordinator/Curator of Collections

1. CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL –Suzanne Fairly-Green, Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 3:35 pm and called the roll.

2. PUBLIC COMMENT- None.
3. ARTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
A. Approval of Minutes –February 17, 2011, The minutes were approved as submitted.  Nilsen/Adams
 B.  Director’s Report – Ginny Brush
1.  Americans for the Arts & Economic Prosperity Survey.  Staff will be submitting 1st Quarter report, including an inventory list of over 200 organizations in Santa Barbara County to the Americans For the Arts at the end of March.  Batch surveys collected by diverse arts and cultural groups will be sent each quarter. Approximately 250 will be sent this quarter. 

2. Arts Commission staff submitted a Letter of Intent (LOI) to the NEA for an Our Town Grant that included a letter of support from the City RDA. These grants focus on Creative Placemaking/Artist-Based Projects.  The LOI proposal outlined a strategy to create a creative arts corridor along Garden Street with the Community Arts Workshop (CAW) as one end and SB Cast at the other.

3.  Rob Lautz, Director of the State and Local Partnership Program (SLPP) of the California Arts Council made a site visit to the Arts Commission and Santa Barbara on March 3rd.  The Arts Commission received $19,000 in SLPP grant funding this fiscal year. Grants help match County & City funding support. During his visit Mr. Lautz attended: a Brown Bag Arts Lunch toured the Cultural Arts Center, Art From Scrap, Public Art at West Beach and participated in 1st Thursday activities including the opening reception for Art in the Mayors Office.

4.  The 6th Annual Arts Symposium will be held on Friday, April 15, 2011.  The focus is “Collaboration”.  Registration forms and information is available online.

5.  Staff is developing press materials and a Proclamation for Poetry Month and the installation of the new Poet Laureate for Council in April.

6.  Staff is currently projecting status quo funding for FY2012 from the City for Arts Commission arts services and Cultural Arts grants.

7.  Ms. Brush distributed a timeline for the 2012 grant review process and asked members to review dates in preparation for service on Community Arts and Organizational Development grant panels.

D. Report from City Poet Laureate Ad Hoc Committee - Suzanne Fairly-Green
The committee met March 15 at City Hall to review the nominations for this year’s City Poet Laureate.  Ginny Brush, Phyllis de Picciotto, Roman Baratiak, Suzanne Fairly-Green and Irene Macias reviewed materials for four nominees prior to the meeting.  Darian Bleecher and David Starkey were absent but sent their recommendations.  A motion carried to accept the recommendation from the Committee to appoint Paul Willis to serve as the next Poet Laureate of Santa Barbara.  Committee/Adams.  The motion passed unanimously.   The committee recommended hosting a reception for the Poet Laureate in connection with 1st Thursday in May.
4. VISUAL ART IN PUBLIC PLACES COMMITTEE- Judy Nilsen, Chair, called the meeting to order 3:55 pm.

A. Arts Collaborative /Art in the Mayor’s Office (Judy Nilsen) –

Judy Nilsen reported that the selected artwork was installed in the Mayor’s office by Arts Collaborative steering committee volunteers. Works will hang for two months.  Artists wishing to exhibit in the future can submit work samples online at www.sbartscollaborative.org.  The Collaborative is hosting an Arts Crawl on 1st Thursday organized by Nathan Vonk. It will begin at the Channing Peake Gallery at 5:30 pm.

B. Update on Paseo Nuevo Center Court Amphitheater De-accessioning – Rita Ferri contacted Ciel Bergman, Sheldon Kagnoff, the original artists and Alfred Ramirez, the installer who completed the 1990 Tile Amphitheater, to let them know of the plan of de-accessioning the artwork.   Robert Adams confirmed with Susette Naylor that the HLC is reviewing the project and learned they will meet on 3/18/11.  There was discussion on how to address the fact that Public Art is not necessarily on display in perpetuity.  The Committee discussed contracts for artists and Mary Heebner suggested contracts include an end date in the event projects remain uncompleted for lengthy and extended period of time.
C. Update on the Airport Expansion Project – Rita Ferri, 


Ms. Ferri was absent but submitted a written report to the committee.  
The Channing Peake Fiesta Mural is in storage pending possible installation in May or June of 2011.  The tile medallion, by Lori Ann David, for the floor of the Airport is completed awaiting installation.  Colleen Kelly’s iron kelp railing design is finished and was delivered to the Airport on Monday.  The painted and stenciled beam project by Vidya Gauchi is pending until she has access for measurements of the beams; and access to on-site painting.   

The RFP for the Airport projects for the Pierre Claeyssens Veteran’s Museum and Library Foundation had an artist interview with one finalist yesterday.  The finalist was strongly considered, however, the artist is being asked to work up several more designs he had proposed for greater detail.  The committee will meet again to review the proposals.

D. Staff Report – Rita Ferri

1. The exhibition Channing Peake:  Mural Studies will continue at the City Hall Gallery until January 2012.  The exhibition is an expansion of the debut of the Fiesta Mural at the Santa Barbara Airport.

2. Chromatic Gate – Still awaiting news from Barry Berkus on the follow-up to the last fundraising ask letter to the philanthropic couple in LA.  Staff has also spoken with Courtney Seeple, with the Towbes Group, who is approaching a donor in the community who may also be interested in funding restoration.

3. The exhibition at Channing Peake Gallery, Santa Barbara Art Roots:  Celebrating 60 Years, an exhibition by the Santa Barbara Art Association experienced a large attendance at the opening and awards ceremony.  Seventy pieces of art are in the show selected by juror Hiroko Yoshimoto.  The SB Art Association was informed they received a media grant from the Hutton Foundation for a full color insert in the Santa Barbara Independent on 1st Thursday, May 5th.  

5. Announcements:  

A. Saturday, March 19, 2011 is Arts Career Day at the Santa Barbara Museum of Art.

B. Ginny Brush encouraged members to purchase Arts License Plates and reminded them that for the first time there will be a “Check Off” box on tax returns to designate a contribution to the California Arts Council. 

C. The Arts Fund will have an opening of Dug Uyesaka’s work on Friday, March 18, 2011. 

D. Robert Adams announced he is now writing opera and theater reviews and his review of La Traviata will appear in Casa Magazine.  

6. Meeting adjourned at 4:15 pm.  Next meeting at Granada Parking Garage Conference Room.

