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Santa Barbara County Arts Commission

Minutes

Wednesday, April 6, 2011 1:30-3:00 PM

Santa Barbara County Administration Building - Room 102
105 E. Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, CA  93101
Arts Commission Members Present:

Catherine Boyer, Barbara Burger, Joan Davidson, Michael Dawson, John Hood, K.C. Thompson, Holly Unruh, Dug Uyesaka, Jana Zimmer 

Members Absent: Karen Evangelista, Brenda French, Amanda McIntyre, Luis Moreno, Diane Stevenett  

Staff:  Ginny Brush, Executive Director

Rita Ferri, Visual Arts Coordinator/Curator of Collections
            Linda Gardy, Business Specialist II

1. CALL TO ORDER – Roll Call
Barbara Burger called the meeting to order at 1:35 pm.  Roll call taken.  
2. PUBLIC COMMENT – None

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES of  March 9, 2011

Minutes were approved as corrected.    

4. CHAIR REPORT –  Barbara Burger
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Joan Davidson presented the new slate of officers to serve on the Arts Commission for the next two years.  Barbara Burger has agreed to continue on as the Chair of the Committee and Dug Uyesaka will continue as the Vice Chair.  
5. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT –  Ginny Brush
AEP4 Update: Lucy O’Brien followed up with initial contacts to update the list of arts and cultural non-profits countywide. The updated spread sheet was sent electronically at the end of March per our contract with the Americans for the Arts. Staff mailed the first batch of collected surveys (for 8 events).  We need to increase the number of events reported in the next quarter as well as gathering more surveys from attendees, particularly those events that draw out of town audiences and participants.  Please let Lucy O’Brien know what events, in what quarters, you plan to conduct and collect surveys. Her direct line is 568-3993 or email <lobrien2@co.santa-barbara.ca.us>.

The Arts Commission in collaboration with UCSB Arts & Lectures organized an NEA Performing Arts “Art Works” presentation held on Wednesday, March 16th from 11am –noon in the McCune Founders Room at The Granada Theatre.  Douglas Sonntag, director of dance for the National Endowment for the Arts, presented an overview of the NEA’s programs, grant opportunities, and reviewed the new Arts Works guidelines, the NEA’s largest grant category. Approximately 35 members of Performing arts group Directors and Development Directors, and grants writers attended. 

Staff is working on the SLPP 2011-12 Grant which is due May 3. A Board letter has been submitted to the Board of Supervisors requesting approval for the Arts Commission to apply for funding and receive SLPP funding. Linda has been working on updating our California Cultural Data Project information that is also required. This year’s state CAC annual conference will be held in San Diego June 15, 16 as part of the Americans for the Arts National Conference.

The County Board of Supervisors is considering a proposal to consolidate services eliminating the Parks Department and the Housing and Community Development Department and creating a new Community Services Department to include the Parks, Housing and Community Development, Animal Services, the Library Advisory Committee, Human Services Commission and the Arts Commission.  A search would be launched for a Community Services Department Director. The agenda item was discussed at the Board of Supervisors meeting on Tuesday, April 5th was continued to next Tuesday, April 12th for a vote.

The Arts Commission 6th Annual Symposium will be held April 15th at the Cabrillo Pavilion Arts Center.  All Commissioners are encouraged to attend and participate in the break-out sessions.  During the morning session the Arts Commission will update those present on some of our key projects completed and in progress including: Completion of a Cultural Needs Assessment and Development of Strategic Business Plan for the proposed Community Arts Workshop; Draft proposal of a Cultural Arts Master Plan; Participation in Americans for the Arts Economic Prosperity Study; Brown Bag Arts Lunches, Music Arts Survey in conjunction with the Irvine Foundation and organization of NEA Performing Arts  “Art Works” Grant workshops.  K.C. Thompson suggested that in the future, it be mandatory for all Commissioners to attend the Annual Symposium.
We received word last month from that the NEA that the Letter of Interest (LOI) for the “Our Town” grant submitted for the “Garden Street Arts District” was not approved for application.

Paul Willis, a professor of English at Westmont College will be installed as the City’s new Poet Laureate at the City Council meeting Tuesday, April 12, at 2pm at Santa Barbara City Hall. Press releases have been sent out to the media along with a link to listings for Poetry Month events.

The last opportunity to tour the airport is Wednesday, April 20 at 4 p.m. and the gala fundraiser is now set for June 17 (tickets are $125/person and the money will be used to support the Public Art program at the airport).  The public opening is scheduled for Saturday, June 18, 2011.

6. COUNTY ARTS IN PUBLIC PLACES REPORT – Joan Davidson
Joan suggested moving a portion of the agenda to let the Visual Arts Coordinator report on the Gallery Schedule and Project Updates which historically has been placed the CAPP report section of the agenda.  The CAPP Chair will continue to bring items that need to be voted on to the Commission.
Kam Jacoby, Artist; Lt. Julie McCannon, Santa Barbara Sheriff Office; Captain Richard Dykhouse, Santa Barbara County Fire Station, and Rita Ferri met to discuss the Burton Mesa Fire-Sheriff Safety Facility.  Kam Jacoby’s proposed photographic montage at the Burton Mesa facility was presented. All the participants were extremely pleased with the concept and discussed the installation area, the repainting of the wall, possible use of the small writing desk niche and other possible images for the conference room. They have given the Arts Commission and the artist carte blanche to execute this project. Rita is working out a budget and will pursue an MOU with Kam. He has already spent over 60 hours on the photos for this project and is willing to move forward as soon as possible. He will be working with a couple of students and involving them in all phases of the project.
The Benevolent Firefighters contacted the Arts Commission regarding a proposed relocation of Rich Peterson’s Firefighter that is currently located at the fire station on Calle Real in Goleta.  They are requesting to move the sculpture to a new location to the County Fire Headquarters, at 4410 Cathedral Oaks Rd., Santa Barbara, CA. Rita distributed photographs of some of the views from various angles.  
7. VISUAL ARTS COORDINATOR REPORT – Rita Ferri
Josef Woodard reviewed and complimented the current SBAA exhibition in the News-Press Santa Barbara Scene. Rita passed around the article for review.  The Independent insert is written and has been reviewed by two officers from SBAA. The next step is the graphic design for the May 5th, 1st Thursday.  SBAA have organized two workshops and a presentation in the auditorium for April 1st Thursday. 
There will be an exhibition of Ralph Auf der Heide’s work at CASA Magazine offices on April 1st Thursday, and Lisl will do a short reading at 6pm. A portion of any sales will be donated to the Arts Commission. Lisl has also received permission from her family to release the Summer Solstice painting by Ralph Auf der Heide to be acquired by County Arts Commission if we can find a donor to purchase it at $2500. Rita said she will contact Bonnie Kelm who purchased the last piece of work for the county and see if she would be interested again in purchasing the work through her Darren Kelm Foundation.  
Art Inspired by County Parks will deinstall from the Betteravia Gallery on May 20th, and all of the works will return for pick-up by artists that Friday; except two small works which were purchased. John Hood is forwarding a request from Cheryl Weiss, Alan Hancock professor, for The Nipomo Arts Commission (NAC) and the Dana Adobe Nipomo Amigos (DANA) who are hosting their second annual "Arts at the Adobe" event on June 5th. A juried art exhibition is a key component of the free public event (which has live music, a children's art booth, art vendors and refreshments).  It is open to Central Coast artists in both Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo County. Media may include: painting, drawing, sculpture, ceramics, stained glass, mixed media, woodcarving, quilts and photography.  This year’s theme, "El Camino Real – Highway Through History" celebrates the historical development of Rancho Nipomo, as well as historical El Camino Real between Mission San Luis Obispo and Mission Santa Ines. Cheryl indicated she would like to bring this exhibition to the Betteravia Gallery.
 

The theme is broad enough to provide a range of responses and approaches. Among likely subject matters are: the Dana Adobe, landscapes of Nipomo, historical buildings, interpretations of the Camino Real, Chumash culture, rancho era, postal courier service, railroad era, depression era, agriculture and labor. 
 

In 2010, artist Sandra Kay Johnson was the juror, for the theme "Views of the Adobe, Now & Then". There were many submissions in a range of styles and media.  Marti Fast has agreed to be the juror this year. The date for submissions will be May 28. We will have biographic information on those selected at that time and I'll be able to get a press release and have some images ready in advance of a show date.
 

"El Camino Real--Highway Through History" can run anytime after June 5. The exhibition could be installed as soon as June 11, depending on John’s ability to install with artists bringing their work to the gallery. Rita brought some images from last year’s exhibition as a reference. We would like to proceed with approval of this exhibition to follow the current Art Inspired by County Parks exhibition.
Many people have completed hard hat tours of the new Santa Barbara airport, though rudimentary it was still great to see the locations where the public art elements will reside, including the Peake “Fiesta” mural, the location of the 18ft floor medallion by Lori Ann David; we did not see the iron kelp motif which has been brought to the airport for painting but did see the location of the railing; and we were able to see where the Vidya Gauchi painted and stenciled ceiling beams are located. Look forward to the opening gala in June 2011.

The jury team met on March 10th and chose the winning entry for the Joseph Centeno Aquatics Complex. It was a unanimous decision to accept the stainless steel design of Douglas Lochner, an artist from Ojai, and as per the suggestion by Jill Van Wie, Project Manager.  The project does not have to be ready for the May 28th pool opening. The committee had some requests of the artists which were related to him in a follow-up email. 

1. Staff asked if the artist would allow his design to be used as a logo for the Arts Commission to use to design and create T-shirts to distribute to families, or use on promotional material.  We may get more buy-in from the Cuyama community.  The artist was agreeable and offered to provide hi-resolution digital art files and design the T-shirt as well. We would have to use another source of funding to make this happen.

2. We requested that the artist complete a small afternoon community workshop or demonstration to introduce him as an artist to the Cuyama community. He will coordinate with Diane Stevenett as to the best facilities to have an event like this.

3. There was a request by the committee to consider coloring the figures, and he is willing to submit possible color variations prior to fabrication to see if it would work with his design. His preliminary feedback on that process was that he felt the additional colorization was not working and creating too busy a design.

CAPP has approved the installation of the stainless steel design by Douglas Lochner, budgeted at: $11,000.00 installed, and Rita is pursuing the signing of an MOU between the artist and the Arts Commission. He is willing to start as soon as possible to move this forward.
8. FINANCIAL REPORT:
The monthly financial report was distributed via email.  

9. ARTS COMMISSIONERS’ DISTRICT UPDATES
· Rolling Through the West, symposium on stagecoaches, freight wagons, carriages, etc., includes presentations and demonstrations at the Santa Ynez Valley Historical Museum on April 7-10.
· April 17 - July 24:  Cultural Fusion:  The Art of Helle Scharling-Todd, Contemporary mosaics, glass and stainless steel sculptures at the Elverhoj Museum of History and Art.  Artist’s reception, April 17, 3-5 pm.
· Solvang Heritage Trail Dedication Ceremony will take place on April 20th, from 2:30-3:30pm at the Veteran’s Memorial Building and the Solvang Library.  There will be a ceremony, site tour and refreshments.  
· Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, adapted for the stage by Joseph Hanreddy and J.R. Sullivan will be performed at the Marian Theatre in Santa Maria on April 14-May 8, 2011. 
· The 2011 Small Works Award Winners were announced at the opening reception in the Shepard Hall Gallery on March 5, 2011.   Awards were given to Sheryl Knight for Best in Show; Award of Excellence was presented to Susan Buchanan; Award of Distinction was presented to Beve Hoebel; Award of Merit when to Dale Cornwell and Honorable Mention was presented to Karen Carson.  The exhibition will run from March 5th through April 16th.  
· The Santa Maria Arts Council is hosting its 31st annual Student Art Show in the Town Center Mall from April 2nd to the 30th.  There will be an evening preview on April 1st.  
· Decades of Dance Posters go on display March 10 - April 13 at the Allan Hancock College Santa Maria campus Foxworthy Gallery. The poster collections dates from 1976 to the present and showcases the evolution of design styles and production techniques.  A collection of dance shoes and some of the cameras used to take the earlier photos are also on display. 
· Art From Scrap opened a show April 1st called Progenitor and Progeny which explores the role of art within artists' families and features assemblage works created in collaboration with family members as well as individual artist's work. The artists in the show are Julia Ford & Chloe Gray, Betsy Gallery & David Gala, Claudia Golden & KellyAnn Golden, Dane Goodman & Perry Goodman, Gretel Huglin-Ridge & C-Mo Ridge & Boo Ridge, Colleen M. Kelly & Isabella Kelly-Ramirez, Syd McCutcheon & Jill McCutcheon, Judy Nilsen & Charlotte Kelly & Dawson Kelly & Patrick Kelly & Leigh Nilsen & Kate Nilsen, Rafael Perea de la Cabada & Natalia Perea, Mary Price & Madeleine Price, Elena Mary Siff & Noah Erenberg.  The show hangs from April 1 – April 30, 2011 / AFS Gallery, 302 East Cota Street, Santa Barbara

· The Jane Deering Gallery is showing the work of photographer Nell Campbell in a show called Duck Blinds: Louisiana. The show runs April 1 – 30, 2011. There is an April 7, 1st Thursday event 5:00 - 8:00pm and an artist talk April 8, 5:30 - 7:30pm. Nell Campbell documents hand built duck blinds built between 2001-2006 in the waterways of southwestern Louisiana. Hunters built the duck blinds out of a mix of scrap wood, wire mesh, tree limbs, palmetto fronds, roseau cane and river foliage.  Campbell's vivid photographs capture the originality and poetry of these camouflaged huts, each blind possessing a character all its own. Currently on view at our winter 2011 location: 25 E. De la Guerra Street, Santa Barbara CA  93101    ph.917-902-4359
· The Tennis Club of Santa Barbara will be exhibiting a group invitational themed show for April entitled, “Cock-a doodle–do”. The opening reception is Friday, April 8th, 5:30-7:30pm. The show will feature a variety of mediums celebrating the rooster and includes over forty artists. The show will run until May 8. The gallery is open daily 8am-9pm and is located at 2375 Foothill Road. Call 805.682.4722 for more information. 
· The Santa Barbara Arts Collaborative in collaboration with the Santa Barbara Printmakers is offering limited-edition prints from local printmakers to raise funds for the SBAC’s Direct-Artist Grants. The prints are $50 each in a limited edition of 25. The artist for April’s print is by local artist Dug Uyesaka. The print is a solarplate with two collage elements printed on Rising Stonehenge Natural paper. The image size is 5" x 7 3/8" and the paper size 15" x 11.5". Contact either the SBAC or the SB Printmakers to purchase or for more details.

· The Atkinson Gallery at Santa Barbara City College will be having an opening reception for their annual Student Show Friday, April 15th 5 – 7pm. The juror for this year’s show is Linda Ekstrom, a local artist and a professor of art at UCSB. The show will run through May 15 and will have an awards ceremony at a closing reception.

· The Arts Fund of Santa Barbara announced its three main categories for the Individual Artist Awards for 2012; the Figure, Printmaking and Vocal Performance.

 

ADJOURNMENT – The next Arts Commission meeting will be held on May 11, 2011 from 1:30–3:00 pm in the County Administrative Office, Channing Peake Gallery, Room 102, 105 E. Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, CA  93101.
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