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Santa Barbara County Arts Commission

Minutes

Wednesday, January 12, 2011 1:30-3:00 PM

Elverhøj Museum of History & Art
1624 Elverhoy Way,   Solvang, CA 93463
Arts Commission Members Present:

Barbara Burger, Joan Davidson, Michael Dawson, Karen Evangelista, Brenda French, John Hood, Luis Moreno, K.C. Thompson, Dug Uyesaka, Jana Zimmer 

Members Absent: Catherine Boyer, Amanda McIntyre, Diane Stevenett, Holly Unruh

Staff:  Ginny Brush, Executive Director

Rita Ferri, Visual Arts Coordinator/Curator of Collections 

            Linda Gardy, Business Specialist II

1. CALL TO ORDER – Roll Call
Barbara Burger called the meeting to order at 1:40 pm.  Roll call taken.  
2. PUBLIC COMMENT – None

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES of  November 2010

Minutes were approved as submitted.    

4. CHAIR REPORT –  Barbara Burger

Barbara reported that performing arts group sales are overall strong.

5. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT –  Ginny Brush
Ginny said that this is the 4th American for the Arts, Arts & Economic Impact Study, fondly referred to as AEP4. The last time the Arts Commission participated was back in 2007. Participation in the nationwide survey costs $7,500. To date the Arts Commission has received funding support from the City RDA, Santa Barbara Conference & Visitors Bureau and Film Commission, Santa Barbara Downtown Organization, UC Institute for Research in the Arts at UCSB, and Solvang Conference & Visitors Bureau. We are still waiting to hear from Santa Maria area Chambers.

The last study provided compelling evidence that the nonprofit arts and culture were a $77.6 million industry in Santa Barbara County--one that supports 2,288 full-time equivalent jobs and generated 7.62 million in local and state government revenue. Ginny said she anticipates those numbers to be significantly higher as we engage more of the arts community in the survey. Improvements in technology and social networking should make our task easier. We will also be including a Spanish language version of the Survey this year as well.

Quarterly reports/surveys will be sent to Americans for the Arts in Washington DC. The first will be due at the end of March, 2011.  Survey results will be released in 2012.

The County is anticipating a $90 million dollar shortfall this year. Staff has been meeting with Parks Department in a series of budget meetings, accessing ways to increase efficiencies and lower expenses in preparation for potential budget cuts again this year. Chandra Wallar, the new County CEO, is asking departments to review programs and look for ways to increase collaboration to reduce redundancies and share resources more efficiently.

The Annual Arts Symposium is scheduled for Friday, April 15th at the Cabrillo Arts Pavilion in Santa Barbara from 8:30 am -3:00pm. The focus will be on providing guidance for developing successful collaborative models for Arts & Cultural Groups. Recent successful collaborative projects and programs will be highlighted. The format will remain the same as last year with ample time for community breakout and brainstorming.

The first Brown Bag Arts Lunch of the year has been scheduled for Thursday, March 3rd from noon-1:30pm in the Board of Supervisors Conference Room on the 4th Floor of the County Administration Building in Santa Barbara. In addition to providing an opportunity for groups to share info on upcoming events, staff will take the opportunity to inform attendees of the importance of their participation and support of the AEP4 survey.

Staff has scheduled a Hard Hat Tour of the New Airport for Wednesday, February 16th at 4pm. Please be prompt and be sure to wear comfortable, sensible shoes … sorry no stilettos or open toed shoes. The tour will begin promptly at 4pm. Park in the enclosed area (with construction trailers) behind the Rental Car Building. Please confirm that you will be attending so that we have an exact head count.

The first arts career day has been scheduled for Saturday, March 19th at the Santa Barbara Museum of Art. The event is intended to provide students with career information and the varied possibilities of a career in the Arts. Guest Speakers and Arts Professionals will address the students and be available for Q&A. A behind-the-scenes tour of museum departments will provide students access to the variety of career opportunities. The project is the result of a collaboration with The Arts Fund, County Arts Commission, Art Without Limits, County Office of Education, Santa Barbara Museum of Art, Granada Education Outreach, VADA at Santa Barbara High and Willow Rock Writers.

6. COUNTY ARTS IN PUBLIC PLACES REPORT – Joan Davidson
Joan reported that the Santa Barbara Art Association will have an exhibition at the Channing Peake Gallery in March.

The CAPP Committee voted to deaccession Baile Oakes’ Gaia at its January meeting due to safety issues and degrading of materials and components of the piece. The Arts Commission received a request from County Parks for permission to deaccession a public work of art, Gaia, which is located at Tuckers Grove Park in a sand box designated for children. The granite degraded in parts and is now a hazard for children playing in the area. Part of the piece was removed previously; it was infested with termites and also became a liability. The artist Baile Oakes, was contacted and agreed to the deaccessioning and has requested that the removed components be stored at the County Park’s yard until he is able to pick it up.
He is currently living in the Yucatan with his son. This motion was approved and the artist and the Parks Dept. have been notified of this. 
7. VISUAL ARTS COORDINATOR REPORT – Rita Ferri
Art Inspired by County Parks exhibition celebrated with a December 1st Thursday reception that honored Mark Whitehurst and Kerry Methner from CASA magazine with the 5th Annual Leadership in the Arts award.

On 1st Thursday, January 6th, David Starkey moderated a poetry reading titled Whose Woods These Are: Poetry Inspired by Art in County Parks. County TV filmed the event and will show it within two weeks and supply the Arts Commission with a copy as well to upload to our web site. It was very well attended and the work from poets of all ages was of a very high quality. It was a very special event for all involved.  Rita thanked Amanda, Cheri, Dug, Joan, Michael Dawson and Phyllis de Picciotto for their help with this massive reception.

Rita met with Patti Post, current president of the Santa Barbara Arts Association.  They are planning an upcoming exhibition in 2011 to follow the Art Inspired by County Parks. The title of the exhibition is: Santa Barbara Art Roots:  Celebrating 60 Years. The Santa Barbara Art Association was founded in 1952. This makes them one of the oldest arts organizations in Santa Barbara. In 2012, they will be celebrating their 60th Anniversary and wanted to kick off this anniversary with a special exhibition. They have requested a Santa Barbara Independent insert similar to the Printmakers insert and have applied to the Hutton Foundation for a media grant. If successful, the insert will debut on May 2011, 1st Thursday.  A juror has been chosen, Hiroko Yoshimoto, who has a summa cum laude MA degree from UCLA; she exhibits actively and is a studio art instructor at Ventura College. 

The exhibition would conduct a similar ingathering and call for entries to their membership, assisted by their staff, and would take place on Saturday, February 26th, with a March 2011 1st Thursday reception. An end date, six months later has been established, August 19th.  The Berkus Collection exhibition will open in September.

Barry Berkus has made a request that an exhibition from his County collection be hung in the large community meeting room in the Superior Court Building, also at the request of District Attorney Joyce Dudley. This installation will also happen in February 2011.

Another small exhibition wall was made by Bob Dycus and installed at the Channing Peake Gallery; a recent donation by Yvonne Heine paid for most of the cost.

The exhibition at the Betteravia Gallery curated by Connie Rohde, of ‘C’ Gallery in Los Alamos, titled I Can See Your Tag: Portraits! held a reception on Wednesday, December 1st, from 4-6pm. Over fifty visitors came and enjoyed the exhibition. Rita thanked Brenda French who volunteered and greeted many of the attendees. The exhibition will continue until February 11th. 

The Peake “Fiesta” mural restoration has been completed at this point at the airport by art conservators. Patti West and Teen Conlon are wrapping the panels up in plastic to keep them clean until the installation, which is slated for April 2011. In advance of the opening, County installers will move the mural and install it in place in its designated location. The 18ft floor circular medallion by artist, Lori Ann David has been completed as well and the iron kelp motif will be fabricated and attached to the railing at Jeff Shelton’s studio as soon as the railing is received.
The Channing Peake:  Mural Studies exhibition will open at the Santa Barbara City Hall Gallery from January 24, 2011 - January 20, 2012.  The opening reception will be held on 1st Thursday, February 3, 2011 from 5-7 pm.  Mayor Helene Schneider and Airport director Karen Ramsdell will speak at 6:00 pm.  
8. FINANCIAL REPORT:
Linda distributed the monthly financial report.   

9. ARTS COMMISSIONERS’ DISTRICT UPDATES
· The Board of Architectural Review is being approached for approval of the new building of the Carpinteria Valley Arts Center- to be built in the 800 block of Linden Avenue - opposite the seal fountain, in front of Vons Grocery. Andy Neuman is the architect and the design is contemporary with the front being a glass brick wall that is wave shaped, paying respect to the surfing nature and sport of the community.

· "First Friday" in Carpinteria is still on schedule - fewer merchants take part in these winter months...there are musicians in several of the sites...a participant can walk everywhere and cover every gallery, shop and restaurant.

· December was a very good month for ticket sales for the performing arts.  State Street Ballet did far better in sales for their Nutcracker then anticipated.

· Santa Barbara Symphony sold out the house for the New Year’s Eve Pops Concert at the Granada and their January concert is already seeing extremely good sales.  Their October 2010 concerts sold out and November’s concerts were extremely strong.

· The Open Alternative School is currently showing their sculptural works in 2nd District Supervisor Janet Wolf’s office.

· The Tennis Club of Santa Barbara will be featuring the work of its members in a show for the month of January. The opening will be Friday, January, 14th.

· Assemblage artist, Mary Price will be exhibiting her work at the Art From Scrap Gallery in a show entitled, “Compensatory Objects”, January 21st - March 5, 2011. The opening reception will be Friday, January 21st. 
· Everybody Dance Now! (EDN!) is a youth-run organization that aims to transform the lives of youth through dance, leadership, and community.  EDN! was founded in 2005 by a 14-year old in Santa Barbara, CA to provide free, consistent hip-hop programming to youth who would otherwise not have access to dance classes.  They will be having a showcase/workshop opportunity at Harding School, January 9th. 
· Sullivan and Goss Gallery will be exhibiting, “40 Days and 40 Nights: The Paintings of Lockwood De Forest”, in their Messick & Mayhew Galleries. The exhibition will run from Jan. 6 through April 3. Their annual show, “100 Grand” featuring 100 pieces of work for $1000 or less will run Dec. 2, 2010 – Feb. 27, 2011.
· Early announcement: The Santa Barbara Jewish Film Festival’s (SBJFF) sixth season begins Thursday, April 7 and runs through Sunday, April 10, 2011. The popular community event, which kicks off with a gala dinner and klezmer music at La Cumbre Country Club, offers eight features and documentaries, a filmmaker-in-residence, guest speakers, and a full breakfast.
·  They are also sponsoring a student film competition this year with the theme, “Tikkun Olam” which means repairing the world.
· According to Suzanne Duffy, Camerata Pacifica’s sales have been excellent and Susan Gwynne at the Music Academy of the West said they had their best sales ever this past summer.  

· Solvang Centennial events in 2011:  January theme:  History  1/9-4/10 Spirit of Solvang - Capturing the Past in Photographs - opens January 9 through April 10 at the Elverhoj

· February theme: Education  2/12 - Celebrating President Reagan's 100th birthday - exhibit opening at Santa Ynez Valley Historical Museum  2/24-27 - Greyhound Gathering  2/25-27 - Farstrup Mortensen Lecture Series at Bethania Lutheran Church.
· March theme: Culinary   3/5 Valley-wide Museum Day - free admission to all area museums and history displays (Elverhoj, Wildling, SY Valley Historical Museum and Carriage House) 3/11-12 - SCOR Solvang Century Bike Ride.  3/18 - Grand View (Iowa) College Concert - Bethania Lutheran Church 3/18-20 - 19th Annual Taste of Solvang

· 1/12-5/8 Marc Muench: Explorations in North America - Main Gallery, Wildling Museum, opening reception January 12, 3-5 p.m.

· 1/19-3/6 Plein Air Paintings of El Chorro and Ytlas Ranches, Barbara Goodall Education Gallery, Wildling Museum.
· THE SANTA MARIA PUBLIC LIBRARY presents the exhibit “Seeking the Color in Life” by Doyle Burkey through Jan. 30. Call for times, Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland St., Santa Maria. More info: 925-0994, Ext. 117, dhildinger@ci.santa-maria.ca.us, ci.santa-maria.ca.us. 
· “I Can See Your Tag: Portraits!” will show through Feb. 10, 2011, at the Betteravia Government Center, 511 E. Lakeside Parkway, in Santa Maria. Admittance is free to the public.
· Orcutt Arts Academy:   Sponsored by Campus Connection In cooperation with the Santa Maria Arts Council and the Children’s Creative Project Four, week-long arts workshops will be offered highlighting a different genre each week.  Your child may attend one week or all four.  July 11-15 – Visual Arts, July 18-22 – Music, July 25-29 – Dance, August 1-5 – Drama
·  8TH ANNUAL GALA HONORING:  The Santa Maria Philharmonic Society
Saturday, February 12, 2010, 5:30 PM  Santa Maria Radisson 3455 Skyway Dr. Santa Maria, CA 93455
· The Annual Gala is the largest fundraiser for the Orcutt Children's Arts Foundation.   75% of the proceeds go to support arts programming in the Orcutt Union School District and the remaining 25% goes in to a fund to build a performing arts center in Orcutt.  For tickets:  http://www.orcutt-schools.net. 

· Santa Maria Sun (Future projects) Conversation about art coverage in the community. Specifically, John Hood has been given "free reign" to coordinate special projects.   John said his editor said we can do any special projects here, so he is trying to generate some ideas. He would like to push the envelope a bit, so if the group has any ideas, let John know. John said he liked what we've done with the newspaper boxes project, but he’d like to do something a little bigger and maybe a bit edgier.

ADJOURNMENT – The next Arts Commission meeting will be held on February 9, 2011 from 1:30–3:00 pm at the County Administration Building, 105 E. Anapamu Street, Room 102, Santa Barbara, CA  93101
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