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Santa Barbara County Arts Commission

Minutes

Wednesday, February 9, 2011 1:30-3:00 PM

Santa Barbara County Administration Building
105 E. Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, CA  93101
Arts Commission Members Present:

Catherine Boyer, Barbara Burger, Joan Davidson, Michael Dawson,
Brenda French, John Hood, Amanda McIntyre, Luis Moreno, Holly Unruh,

Dug Uyesaka, Jana Zimmer 

Members Absent: Karen Evangelista, Diane Stevenett, K.C. Thompson
Staff:  Ginny Brush, Executive Director

Rita Ferri, Visual Arts Coordinator/Curator of Collections 

            Linda Gardy, Business Specialist II

1. CALL TO ORDER – Roll Call
Barbara Burger called the meeting to order at 1:35 pm.  Roll call taken.  
2. PUBLIC COMMENT – None

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES of  January 12, 2011
Minutes were approved as submitted.    

4. CHAIR REPORT –  Barbara Burger

Barbara said that she and Ginny Brush attended a Rotary Lunch today and reported on the overall state of the arts and cultural climate in Santa Barbara.  
5. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT –  Ginny Brush
Ginny and Linda attended the 2nd Quarter Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) meeting with General Services Capital Project Manager, Grady Williams and his staff for an update on current and upcoming County Capital Improvement projects. An update on current projects was presented. The meeting included a discussion of improved communication between both departments moving forward.  A new strategy was proposed that will have shared timelines for all projects with the goal to have Percent for Art funds transferred to the Arts Commission’s Trust account upon Board approval. The Arts Commission will keep General Services staff updated and linked to construction deadlines so that the Public Art component is completed on the same schedule.  Ideally everything will be complete for the ribbon cutting ceremony for the project. Funds should be transferred this coming week for the Commission’s Trust Fund for the Public Defender Remodel and the EOC (Emergency Operations Center). All other projects are on target with the completion, including the Burton Mesa Safety Station in Lompoc and the Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health Services (ADMHS) Bldg. on Carmen Drive in Santa Maria which is now placed on the fast track for completion.

Commission staff hired a consultant to complete development of an online Request for Proposals. Using Percent for Arts Funds to pay for the program development, the online RFP process was launched with the New Cuyama Centeno Aquatic Complex RFP.  This system will make the application process more accessible to artists, while improving the online skills of many and will increase efficiency and use of staff and review committee time.

Staff has recommended that CAPP meetings be held every other month. The next CAPP meeting would be held in April unless issues are brought forth that need immediate action. This will increase efficiency of meetings and free up staff time for other pressing responsibilities.

Rita and Ginny met with the county’s new CEO, Chandra Wallar to discuss the Arts Commission and provided her with a flow chart to explain where the Commission is positioned in County and City government. A packet of materials was provided including information on the Percent for Art program catalogues, inserts, and the most recent Arts & Economic Impact Study completed in 2007. 

Last week the County Office of Community Development agreed to provide some funding support for the AEP 4 survey. To date the Arts Commission has received funding support from the City RDA, Santa Barbara Conference & Visitors Bureau and Film Commission, Santa Barbara Downtown Organization, UC Institute for Research in the Arts at UCSB, and Solvang Conference & Visitors Bureau. We are still waiting to hear from Santa Maria area Chambers. A press release was sent out in January and all forms have been made available online. Staff will present information at the next Brown Bag Arts Lunch March 3rd on the value of the AEP4 study for regional arts groups and encourage their support by selecting events to survey and to have their organizations commit to gathering surveys quarterly to send to Americans for the Arts in Washington DC. The first batch will be due at the end of March. Survey results will be release in 2012.

The Annual Arts Symposium is scheduled for Friday, April 15th at the Cabrillo Arts Pavilion in Santa Barbara from 8:30 am -3:00pm. The focus will be on providing guidance for developing successful collaborative models for Arts & Cultural Groups. Recent successful collaborative projects and programs will be highlighted. The format will remain the same as last year with ample time for community breakout and brainstorming.

The first Brown Bag Arts Lunch of the year has been scheduled for Thursday, March 3rd from noon-1:30pm in the Board of Supervisors Conference Room on the 4th Floor of the County Administration Building in Santa Barbara. In addition to providing an opportunity for groups to share info on upcoming events, staff will take the opportunity to inform attendees of the importance of their participation and support of the AEP4 survey.

Staff has scheduled a Hard Hat Tour of the New Airport for Wednesday, February 16th at 4pm. Please be prompt and be sure to wear comfortable, sensible shoes … sorry no stilettos or open toed shoes. The tour will begin promptly at 4pm. Park in the enclosed area (with construction trailers) behind the Rental Car Building. Please confirm that you will be attending so that we have an exact head count.

6. COUNTY ARTS IN PUBLIC PLACES REPORT – Joan Davidson
Joan reported that the Santa Barbara Art Association will have an exhibition at the Channing Peake Gallery in March.

7. VISUAL ARTS COORDINATOR REPORT – Rita Ferri
8. FINANCIAL REPORT:
Linda distributed the monthly financial report.   

9. ARTS COMMISSIONERS’ DISTRICT UPDATES
ADJOURNMENT – The next Arts Commission meeting will be held on March 9, 2011 from 1:30–3:00 pm at the Guadalupe ……………..
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