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Santa Barbara County Arts Commission

Minutes

Wednesday, March 9, 2011 1:30-3:00 PM

Guadalupe Nipomo Dunes Center
1055 Guadalupe Street, Guadalupe, CA  93434
Arts Commission Members Present:

Catherine Boyer, Barbara Burger, Joan Davidson, Michael Dawson, Karen Evangelista, Brenda French, John Hood, Amanda McIntyre, K.C. Thompson, Holly Unruh, Dug Uyesaka, Jana Zimmer 

Members Absent: Luis Moreno, Cheri Peake, Diane Stevenett 

Staff:  Ginny Brush, Executive Director

Rita Ferri, Visual Arts Coordinator/Curator of Collections
Staff Absent:  Linda Gardy, Business Specialist II

1. CALL TO ORDER – Roll Call
Barbara Burger called the meeting to order at 1:35 pm.  Roll call taken.  
2. PUBLIC COMMENT – None

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES of  February 9, 2011

Minutes were approved as submitted.    

4. CHAIR REPORT –  Barbara Burger
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Barbara said that the Commission was pleased to see the refurbished Guadalupe Murals and how beautifully they were restored.  It really adds to the essence of this historic town.  Barbara thanked those on staff at the Arts Commission for getting the funding from the Santa Barbara Foundation and other private donors, to make this arts project possible.  It was a collaborative effort between the Arts Commission, the Guadalupe Arts Education and Cultural Center, the City Administrators office, and the artist and it was well worth it.
It is time to elect new officers.   Anyone interested in serving or continuing to serve as an officer should contact Barbara Burger burger@symphony.org   A Committee was created to discuss new nominees.  Joan Davidson, Holly Unruh, Jana Zimmer volunteered for committee.  The vote will take place in April.
5. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT –  Ginny Brush
Rob Lautz from the California Arts Council State and Local Partnership (SLPP) Program conducted a site visit on 1st Thursday March 3rd. He attended the Brown Bag Arts Lunch, 1st Thursday activities, and briefly toured the Arts & Culture Center, Art From Scrap, the proposed site of Community Arts Workshop and the Public Art mosaics at West Beach. This year’s SLPP online grant process has been updated and expanded through support from WESTAF. Arts Commission staff will once again be applying for the maximum funding available for SLPP and Technical Support.
In preparation of our application, staff will be working on updating information on the California Cultural Data Project. Americans for the Arts, Arts & Economic Prosperity IV Study (AEP4) spread sheet of all contact information for arts and cultural organizations countywide is due at the end of March along with any batch surveys completed.  All Commissioners were asked to help encourage and engage their community arts and cultural nonprofits to participate in identifying upcoming events and arrange for batch survey. Ginny expressed appreciation to those who have already completed and submitted batch surveys.

The new date for the Arts Commission and CAPP tour of the airport is Wednesday, April 13 at 4 p.m. and the gala fundraiser is now set for June 17 (tickets are $125/person and the money will be used to support the Public Art program at the airport).  The public opening is scheduled for Saturday, June 18, 2011.

The Annual Arts Symposium is scheduled for Friday, April 15th at the Cabrillo Pavilion Arts Center in Santa Barbara from 8:30 am -3:00pm. The focus will be on providing guidance for developing successful collaborative models for arts & cultural groups. Recent successful collaborative projects and programs will be highlighted. The format will remain the same as last year with ample time for community breakout and brainstorming.  All Commissioners were encouraged to attend and participate.

6. COUNTY ARTS IN PUBLIC PLACES REPORT – Joan Davidson
Joan Davidson requested approval of the following spending of Percent for Art funds for the Emergency Operation Center (EOC) in the amount not to exceed $24,000.  The CAPP committee chose works by Nicole Strasburg for five prioritized spaces of lobby, hallways and one conference room, leaving the other conference room for one or two works by other artist(s).  The total number of works approved was eleven (two large 2’x 4’, one 2’x2’, and eight 12”x12” artworks would total up to $19,260 of the $24,000 cap).  After some discussion, the Commission approved the measure, Catherine Boyer moved and Dug Uyesaka seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously to accept the CAPP recommendation.

Joan requested the Arts Commission to approve up to $15,000 for the installation of a photomontage in the hallways of the Burton Mesa Safety Station by Kam Jacoby and his student interns.  This installation would use most of the remaining funds for the Station, leaving monies for maintenance and repair in the future.   Barbara Burger made a motion and it was seconded by John Hood.  Motion carried unanimously to accept CAPP’s recommendation for the Percent for Art funds for Burton Mesa.
7. VISUAL ARTS COORDINATOR REPORT – Rita Ferri
Channing Peake Gallery Update

Patti Post, current president of the Santa Barbara Art Association, paid the $4,000. fee to the Arts Commission for facilitating their exhibition, Santa Barbara Art Roots:  Celebrating 60 Years. Volunteers set up a very organized system of recording all the entrants, and artists arrived from 9:30am to 12noon bringing 287 works of art. From 12:30pm on, the juror Hiroko Yoshimoto combed through the work, bringing down the total to 70 artworks. The SBAA is thrilled with the selection and layout of the exhibition and hopes to apply again in the future for another exhibition. The reception was attended by over 300 people and an awards ceremony was held at 6pm. All the following 1st Thursdays have both workshops and lectures planned in the Peake Gallery. Rita thanked Dug Uyesaka, Michael Dawson and his wife Elizabeth for their assistance at the March reception. The Art Association also received a media grant from the Hutton Foundation for publication of an insert in the Santa Barbara Independent on May 5th.

The director of the American Institutes of Architects (AIA), Evangeline Benchek, met with her Board and stated that they would like to have the AIA exhibition at the Channing Peake Gallery to open on 1st Thursday in February 2013. 

Betteravia Gallery Update
Art Inspired by County Parks, currently installed in the Betteravia Gallery, had a small reception on February 23 from 4-6pm and the exhibition will continue until May 20th. The staff of 5th District Supervisor, Steve Lavagnino was very welcoming of the new exhibition and the Arts Commission; they said they noticed a huge difference in the energy of the building when it was empty of art and appreciated the diversity and beauty of the paintings of the County Parks. They offered to house the artist’s binder with bio info and price list in their office.

John Hood is working on an idea for the next exhibition in late May or June and will provide CAPP and SBAC images and a proposal at the next April meeting.

Public Art – SB Airport

Many components are completed and are in line to be installed at the airport: The Peake Fiesta mural restoration, the 18ft floor medallion by Lori Ann David; the iron kelp motif by Colleen Kelly and Alfred Ramirez has been attached to the railing and will be moved to the airport in the next two weeks; and the last project to be completed is the Vidya Gauchi painted and stenciled ceiling beams. She will have to wait until almost all other aspects are finished before she can get in and measure; adjust her stencils and begin painting with her crew. The new date for the opening is June 2011.

The Joseph Centeno Cuyama Aquatics Center RFP on line experienced a few technical problems in initial usage but they were corrected by the programmer; the deadline was extended one week to Sunday, March 7 at 5pm. This is the first project to provide an online application submission process.
In addition to staff, the jury team consisted of Jill Van Wie, the Project Manager for the Centeno Aquatic Center, Diane Stevenett, Arts Commissioner from the Cuyama area, Carol Taylor, from CAPP and Jana Zimmer from the Arts Commission. A meeting is set for Thursday March 10th to meet with the final candidates. Three candidates will be interviewed from the seven chosen entries. The winning project slated to be completed by May 12, 2011, will debut when the pool reopens to the public on May 28, 2011. 
8. FINANCIAL REPORT:
The monthly financial report was distributed via email.  

9. ARTS COMMISSIONERS’ DISTRICT UPDATES
· “The Discerning Eye: An Art Collector’s Symposium” gathers art critics, dealers and collectors from across the country for an all-day educational event at the Westmont Museum of Art on Saturday, March 12. The event is open to the public and offers practical insight for both novice and experienced art collectors. The symposium, which begins at 9 a.m. and concludes at 4:30 p.m., will be held in Porter Theatre adjacent to the Adams Center for the Visual Arts. Event tickets are $100 and include museum membership ($50 for current members), and are available by calling (805) 565-6162 
· Ceramicist Jenchi Wu is showing at the Atkinson Gallery February 25 – March 25. She is the newly hired head of ceramics at Ventura College. She will exhibit her often large clay works that, as she says, "challenges and provokes people to look at ceramics in a different way. 
· Art From Scrap is looking for an exhibition space in Santa Barbara for their 20th anniversary show.
· SB Contemporary Arts Forum current show is Eating Apples in Paradise featuring Macduff Everton, Elizabeth Folk, Nancy Gifford, Penelope Gottlieb, Saul Gray-Hildenbrand, Kimberly Hahn, Cyndee Howard, Hank Pitcher, Warren Schultheis, Steven Soria, Jonny Troyna, and James Van Arsdale CAF dares 12 local artists to take a bite out of the proverbial apple with an exhibition exploring the realities and ambiguities of living in such an Edenic location. Via the artists’ works, this exhibition will reveal the multi-faceted issues of the region, both embracing and critiquing our history, sociology, and current conditions. 

· The first annual Art Careers Unlimited Conference will take place on March 19, 2011 from 1-5pm at the Santa Barbara Museum of Art. This event is a collaboration of 8 nonprofits presenting speakers in each of the art forms; literary, performing, visual, media, and administrative arts. We are expecting a turnout of about 130 high school and college students who will have a chance to talk to professional artists, hear their stories and have personal conversations with them. Rod Lathim will be the Emcee and Jackie Rotman will be the Keynote speaker. 
· The Santa Barbara Arts Collaborative in collaboration with the Santa Barbara Printmakers is offering prints from local printmakers to raise funds for the SBAC’s Direct-Artist Grants. The prints are $50 each in a limited edition of 25. The artist for March’s print, The Man is Waiting is by artist Dane Goodman. Paper size:  12” x 8”, Paper: Bhutan Dekar #5, handmade Printer: HP Photosmart Premium, Note: Image was drawn in May 2010 on an Apple iPad using an ArtStudio application. 
· The Arts Fund of Santa Barbara is currently taking applications for their 2011 Teen Mentorship program. The mentors and programs this year are “Basic Bronze Casting” taught by Nevin Littlehale, “B/W Film Photography” taught by Nell Campbell, “Mixed Media Assemblage” by Ron Robertson and “Thinking Through Art: Contemporary Painting” by Rafael Perea De La Cabada.
· The Arts Fund Gallery will be presenting a solo show for its 2010 Individual Artist Award winner in Collage and Assemblage, Dug Uyesaka, March 18 – May 4th. The opening reception is on Friday, March 18 from 5:30 – 7:30pm.
· The Tennis Club of Santa Barbara will be having an opening reception for a show called Ink, Friday, March 11. The group show features six local printmakers: R. Tony Askew, Bay Hallowell, Rafael Perea de la Cabada, Dug Uyesaka, Don Zimmerman, Siu Zimmerman.
· A benefit for Arts Outreach, The Lakers, four new works by Gerald DiPego will be performed at MANNY’S UPSTAIRS on Friday, March 18th and Sunday, March 20th.  Performers include Ian Cummings, Carey McKinnon, Robin Burrows, Gerald DiPego, Jeff McKinnon and KC Murphy Thompson.  Previously the Peterson Theater, MANNY’S UPSTAIRS, is an entertainment space above Manny’s Restaurant on Mission Drive in Solvang.  A stage-reading of three short stories and a one-act play will take you from comedy to drama, and even to madness!  
· The First District has been super quiet in the last few months - cool weather & rain halted a few outdoor events

· Jane Deering Gallery has opened two exhibitions at the former Patty Look Lewis Gallery location. All photography to date; next is Nell Campbell’s work-April 1st.

· Gallery 855 in Carpinteria - had a new exhibit open - dedicated to Flora, and special scenery of the local area...

· The movie theater in Carpinteria is opening on weekends with special stage shows, singers and the like.

· Thus far, none of the small art galleries in the Carpinteria have closed, which bodes well in these economic times.

· The SB Museum of Art - the Charles Garabedian show (in 5 galleries) has caused "a stir" and LA Louvre has sold quite a few of his pieces; benefitting from increased publicity in the Southern California area.

ADJOURNMENT – The next Arts Commission meeting will be held on April 6, 2011 from 1:30–3:00 pm in the Channing Peake Gallery, Room 102, 105 E. Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, CA  93101
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